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I am pleased and excited to announce a new Eliminate Dengue co-funder. 

Based in the UK, the Wellcome Trust is a global charitable foundation 
dedicated to achieving extraordinary improvements in human and animal 
health. From August this year, the Trust will be supporting our research 
program through a three-year Strategic Award that will allow us to undertake 
large-scale trials of our dengue control method. We are extremely grateful for 
this support. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, through the Foundation 
for the National Institutes of Health, will continue to support our research 
financially, and personally, as they have done since 2007. Our Indonesian 
project in Yogyakarta continues to be funded by Yayasan Tahija (the Tahija 
Foundation), a non-profit organisation founded by the Tahija family.

I enjoy the opportunity to talk with community members about our research 
and to see first-hand how our work can have an impact on people’s 
lives. In April, I was pleased to share this experience with Bill Gates, as 
I accompanied him on a tour of project in Yogyakarta. It was extremely 
rewarding for me to show the progress of our research since Mr Gates 
visited our project in Australia in 2011.

The generous contributions of all our funders makes our research possible 
but without the dedication and commitment of all project members across 
our global sites, and the communities that support us, it wouldn’t happen.

Thank you to you all. 

Professor Scott O’Neill  
Program Leader

Pictured above: Bill Gates met with residents and leaders in the Kronggahan field site during his 
visit to Yogyakarta, with Scott O’Neill (centre). To read more about Mr Gates’ visit, see his Gates 
Notes blog www.gatesnotes.com/Health/Why-I-Gave-Blood-to-Defeat-Dengue-Mosquito-Week.
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Celebrating new partnershipsIn this edition

www.eliminatedengue.com

New video about our research

We have produced a new short 
animated video (3 mins) about our 
research that we hope you’ll enjoy 
viewing and share with friends and 
colleagues. Watch the video  
www.eliminatedengue.com

Translated versions of the video will 
be available online in the coming 
weeks – as will website pages for 
country projects – see the Bahasa 
Indonesian pages…

www.eliminatedengue.com/id/
yogyakarta/berita

Scott O’Neill explains the Eliminate Dengue 
research on the Wellcome Trust Blog

www.eliminatedengue.com
www.eliminatedengue.com
http://www.eliminatedengue.com/id/yogyakarta
http://wp.me/pJJaZ-41k
http://www.eliminatedengue.com/en/progress/index/article/301/type/news
www.eliminatedengue.com
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Field trials in Brazil

The Eliminate Dengue project in 
Brazil is preparing to conduct its first 
field trial, after receiving government 
approval for the release of Wolbachia 
mosquitoes. With community support 
this will begin in the coming months in 
Tubiacanga, in the neighbourhood of 
Ilha do Governador.

Project members have been working in this community for the past two 
years and continue to meet regularly with residents, leaders and community 
associations to discuss the research and respond to questions.

Lead Scientist Dr Luciano Moreira, of Fiocruz, said he has greatly 
appreciated the encouragement and support of the community to date but 
the engagement doesn’t stop when a trial begins.

“Now, as we approach the beginning of field studies, we are intensifying 
engagement with the community in Tubiacanga, so the residents are 
adequately informed of all activities, prior to, during and after a trial,”  
Dr Moreira said.

We have also been working with communities and monitoring mosquitoes 
in Vila Valqueire and Urca, in Rio de Janeiro, and Jurujuba in Niterói. With 
ongoing community support and government approval, we hope to carry out 
trials of our Wolbachia method in these communities in 2014/15.
Pictured above: The Eliminate Dengue Brazil team regularly meets with community members to 
discuss our research and the upcoming field trials.

Ongoing engagement during field trials BRAZIL

With the help of community 
collaborators, we began a 
second trial on Tri Nguyen 
Island in May. This trial 
involves releasing adult 
mosquitoes with the wMel 
strain of Wolbachia – that has 
successfully established in 
wild mosquito populations in 
Australian trials. 

Already we are seeing positive results, with around half the Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes on the island carrying Wolbachia after six weeks of releases. 
We will continue to monitor the mosquitoes on the island to determine how 
effectively the wMel strain is establishing in the local mosquito population 
after the wMelPop strain, the strongest dengue blocking strain, which 
causes mosquitoes to have a shorter lifespan and lay fewer eggs, did not 
establish on the island.

Following this trial we hope to take our research to the mainland in Vietnam, 
and with the support of officials in Khanh Hoa province will begin engaging 
with residents and stakeholders in the city of Nha Trang to begin a large-
scale trial there next year.
Pictured above: A formal ceremony marked the first release of wMel Wolbachia mosquitoes on 
Tri Nguyen Island in May 2014.

Early results showing promise VIETNAM

www.eliminatedengue.com

International collaboration

In May, more than 50 Eliminate 
Dengue scientific collaborators, 
funders and project members from 
around the world gathered in Nha 
Trang, Vietnam, for the research 
program’s ninth annual meeting. 

The meeting was opened by  
Prof Nguyen Thanh Long (pictured 
above, standing), Vice Minister of 
Health, Vietnam with a welcome 
address from Dr Le Thanh Quang, 
Secretary of Khanh Hoa Provincial 
Party Committee, Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam. 

Throughout the meeting 
participants shared research 
findings from trials already 
underway in Australia, Indonesia 
and Vietnam and discussed plans 
for future research activities – 
including further trials in existing 
sites, initial small-scale trials in 
Brazil and Colombia and planning 
for large-scale, city-wide trials.

The first trial of the Wolbachia 
dengue control method in Brazil 
will take place in Tubicanga,  
Rio de Janeiro. 
It is hoped this will be followed in 
the coming year by further trials in 
Vila Valquire and Urca, also in Rio 
and Jurujuba in Niteroi.

www.eliminatedengue.com
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In April we officially launched our research activities in the northern 
Australian city of Townsville (350 km south of Cairns - population 200,000) 
where we hope to conduct the first large-scale trial of our Wolbachia dengue 
control method.

We have been pleased with the positive response from the Townsville 
community as we begin monitoring the local mosquito population and 
seeking support for the first release of Wolbachia mosquitoes later this year. 
In June, we held the first meeting of our Townsville Community Reference 
Group. This group, which represents a diverse range of local interest groups, 
will verify that we are giving the community the opportunity to understand 
our research and voice any concerns before a trial proceeds.

In Cairns, we are continuing to trial and develop our Wolbachia delivery 
method. With strong community support, in June we began field trials in the 
suburbs of Stratford and Freshwater. We are also engaging with community 
members in the Cairns suburbs of Cairns North and Bungalow, where we 
hope to begin a further field trial in the coming months.

The aim of these trials is to establish 
Wolbachia in the local mosquito populations 
releasing mosquito eggs rather than adults, 
as we have previously done. We will be 
trialling a range of release methods and 
strategies to determine the minimum number 
of eggs required to successfully establish 
Wolbachia in a given area. These results will 
help us develop our method for the proposed 
larger-scale trial in Townsville and other 
project sites around the world.

We are continuing to see promising results in 
all our previous field trial sites in Cairns, with 
Wolbachia sustaining in the local mosquito 
populations during the recent wet season 
(November to April). 

Building on success of early field trials AUSTRALIA

www.eliminatedengue.com

Cairns field trial update

Follow our progress 
www.eliminatedengue.com/en/australia/progress

Cairns Field Trial Update
June 2014

E: cairns@eliminatedengue.com 
www.eliminatedengue.com

Contact us for more information  
Ph: 1800 811 054

With community support, we are continuing to 
monitor the mosquito populations in our field trial 
sites across the Cairns region.

We have seen promising results during the wet season, 
with Wolbachia sustaining in the local mosquito 
populations in all our field trial sites during this time.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who 
are hosting mosquito-monitoring traps on their properties. We currently have 
about 500 traps in place across Cairns and we are only able to monitor the 
mosquito population with this support. We also greatly appreciate residents’ 
assistance in securing these traps in the lead-up to Cyclone Ita – we could not 
have done this without their help. 

We look forward to continuing to work with the Cairns community as we 
expand our research to new field trial sites over the coming months.  
Geoff Wilson, Field Trial Manager

Community shows support for next trial
We are pleased to announce that – with 
community support and government approval 
– our next field trial of the Wolbachia dengue 
control method is set to begin in Stratford 
and a small area of Freshwater this month. 
We have also begun talking with community 
members in areas of Cairns North and 
Bungalow, where we hope to begin a further 
field trial in the coming months.

For up to four months, we will release 
mosquitoes that carry Wolbachia, bacteria that 
naturally occur in many insects and reduce the 
mosquitoes’ ability to transmit dengue. The 
aim of these trials is to establish Wolbachia 
in the local mosquito populations, which we 
expect will reduce local dengue transmission.

The results of these trials will help us to 
develop our method for larger-scale trials in Australia and overseas, where 
millions of people get dengue each year. We will be trialling a range of release 
strategies to find the most effective and efficient approach, which will include 
different release rates of Wolbachia mosquitoes and new release methods.  
We encourage people who live in these areas to contact us for more 
information or to register their support for a field trial.

Machans Beach & Babinda
We are continuing to see promising results 
in our Machans Beach and Babinda field 
trials, with over 90% of mosquitoes carrying 
Wolbachia. We expect that Wolbachia will 
now sustain itself in the Machans Beach 
and Babinda mosquito populations, without 
the need for further releases of Wolbachia 
mosquitoes. 

We released Wolbachia mosquitoes in 
Machans Beach and Babinda during the 
2013 dry season.

Inner Cairns
We released Wolbachia mosquitoes early 
last year in areas of Edge Hill, Whitfield, 
Parramatta Park and Westcourt. We have 
seen encouraging results during the wet 
season, with up to 80-90% of mosquitoes 
carrying Wolbachia.

We saw some fluctuation in these results 
from week to week, which we believe is 
due to the inner-city environment. Our inner 
Cairns field trial sites are less isolated than 
our other field trial sites, which means there 
is more likelihood of mosquitoes without 
Wolbachia flying into the area.

Yorkeys Knob & 
Gordonvale 
More than three years since we released 
Wolbachia mosquitoes, we are pleased to see 
that over 90% of mosquitoes in Gordonvale 
and Yorkeys Knob still carry Wolbachia. This 
suggests Wolbachia can remain in mosquito 
populations for long periods of time, which is 
critical to the sustainability of our method.

Mosquito numbers in all our field trial sites  
have now dropped with the onset of the 
dry season. We will continue our mosquito 
monitoring and will provide another update 
towards the end of the year.

We will trial the use of egg release 
containers across our new field 
trial sites.

Cairns field trial sites

In the media

We are trialling mosquito egg 
releases in our new Cairns field sites.

With community support, we hope to undertake Eliminate Dengue’s first large-scale trial

Qweekend: The northern front 
in the war on dengue
7News: Resistant mosquitoes 
may fly in to fight dengue in 
Australia
The Sydney Morning Herald: 
The mosquito solution
Townsville Bulletin: Mozzie 
squad sets sights on dengue
Gates Notes: Why I gave my 
blood to defeat dengue

Follow international media coverage 
about our work at www.eliminatedengue.
com/en/progress/index/type/news

www.eliminatedengue.com
http://www.eliminatedengue.com/en/australia/progress/article/296
http://www.eliminatedengue.com/en/progress/index/type/news


We are continuing to 
work closely with the 
communities of Altos 
de Niquia and Paris, in 
the Bello municipality 
of Medellin. Our team is 
working with a group of 
20 community volunteers, 
who are helping us share 
information about our 
research with the broader 
community.

The volunteers received training about our research and have learnt useful 
skills to help them raise awareness and share information about the project 
among their communities. We hope that these volunteers will also help us 
gather feedback from community members regarding how they feel about our 
research as well as raising any questions or concerns they may have in the 
lead-up to a planned release of Wolbachia mosquitoes in the coming year.
Pictured above: Community facilitators explain our research method to the community.

Contact us
Phone: +61 3 9905 0243

Email: contact@eliminatedengue.com

The Eliminate Dengue research 
program is a not-for-profit, 
international collaboration. 

Our research is funded by:
• The Foundation for the National 

Institutes of Health through the Grand 
Challenges in Global Health Initiative 

of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
• A Wellcome Trust Award (No. 102591)

• Yayasan Tahija, Indonesia
• The Australian and Queensland 

Governments
• The Brazilian Government

 Volunteers help us spread the word
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We have concluded the last of our planned Wolbachia mosquito releases in 
our first two Yogyakarta field trial sites, Nogotirto and Kronggahan and with 
encouraging results and support we are now preparing to conduct field trials 
in another two communities. 

Well over half of the mosquitoes in both Nogotirto and Kronggahan 
now carry Wolbachia – but we will continue our monitoring to see if the 
Wolbachia stays, and increases in the population and report the results 
through our website – which is now also available in Bahasa at http://www.
eliminatedengue.com/yogyakarta

Our team in Indonesia is now intensifying engagement with residents and 
community leaders in Jomblangan and Singosaren, seeking their approval 
for a trial to begin in these communities in the coming months.
Pictured above: Community members have welcomed the opportunity to visit our insectary in 
Yogyakarta to experience our research first-hand.

Yogyakarta engagement expands to new sites
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COLOMBIA
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Yogyakarta trial sites

 

YOGYAKARTA
CITY

Nogotirto

Kronggahan

Jomblangan

Singosaren

Follow our progress www.eliminatedengue.
com/en/indonesia/progress

Publications

Read about our work   
www.eliminatedengue.com/en/publications

www.eliminatedengue.com
http://www.eliminatedengue.com/en/indonesia/progress
http://www.eliminatedengue.com/en/publications
mailto:contact@eliminatedengue.com



