
 

MEDIA RELEASE: 

First release of Wolbachia-carrying mosquitoes to prevent dengue fever  

in Vietnam mainland 

Nha Trang City, 6th March 2018 – The ceremony of releasing Wolbachia-carrying 

mosquitoes to prevent the spread of dengue fever was held in Vinh Luong commune, 

Nha Trang city. 

The ceremony was attended by Prof. Dr. Dang Duc Anh - Director of National Institute 

of Hygiene and Epidemiology, Project Director, Dr. Vien Quang Mai - Director of Nha 

Trang Pasteur Institute, Dr. Lam Quang Chung - Deputy Director of Khanh Hoa 

Department of Health, Mr. Nguyen Sy Khanh - Vice Chairman of Nha Trang City 

People's Committee and other participants from the local authorities, health centers and 

relevant departments of Khanh Hoa province, Nha Trang city, Vinh Luong commune, 

experts from Monash University (Australia) and hundreds of local residents. 

Speaking at the ceremony, Prof. Dr. Dang Duc Anh summarized the basic information 

about the project development, the Wolbachia method as well as the results of local 

community engagement and consent process. According to a post-communication 

survey of 370 households randomly selected, 100% of respondents agreed for releasing 

Wolbachia-carrying mosquitoes in the area. 

He said, “After the pilot project on Tri Nguyen Island ended with positive results, in 

2015 we started studies in Nha Trang descriptive the dengue situation, mosquito 

populations and communities in Nha Trang, working with relevant authorities and 

partners for the release of Wolbachia mosquitoes starting today on the mainland 

Vietnam, specifically in Vinh Luong commune of Nha Trang city. We hope this method 

will not only help control dengue in Vinh Luong but will also be applied in other 

localities nationwide where dengue is endemic.” 

Being present at the ceremony, Mr. Nguyen Sy Khanh - Vice Chairman of Nha Trang 

City People's Committee expressed the attentivenes of local leaders on the prevention of 

dengue: “Local leaders always welcome and support scientists to study and apply new 

techniques and methods with the criteria of being safe, effective and environmentally 

friendly, so as to contribute to the improvement of public health, thus reducing the 

burden on medical examination and treatment expenses for the people and society. We 

are very supportive and expect the implementation of the project will be successful in 

Vinh Luong commune this year and will continue to be implemented in some other wards 

and communes of Nha Trang city in the coming years, to contribute to the step-by-step 

control of dengue in the locality.” 



 

At the ceremony, Ms. Megan Woolfit - expert from Monash University (Australia) that 

is the sponsor for the Eliminate Dengue Project in Vietnam, said: “Our program has 

had a long association with Vietnam. In fact, Vietnam was the first country outside 

Australia to welcome us to work in their communities. Since then, our program has has 

made great progress, and we have expanded to work in 11 countries around the world, 

with the goal of reducing the transmission of dengue, Zika and other mosquito-borne 

diseases worldwide. Our last releases on Tri Nguyen Island were in 2014. Since then, 

we and our partners – the Pasteur Institute Nha Trang, the National Institute of 

Hygiene and Epidemiology, and the Khanh Hoa Province Department of Health – 

have been preparing carefully for the release of the first Wolbachia mosquitoes on the 

mainland of Vietnam. We are delighted to see the progress of the project in Nha 

Trang.” 

At the end of the ceremony, the distinguished guests and project staff carried out the first 

releases Wolbachia-carrying mosquitoes in the community in Vo Tanh 1 village, after 

that project field staffs continued to release the mosquitoes at other sites in 8 villages in 

the center of Vinh Luong commune to complete the first weekly release in the morning 

of March 6, 2018. In the next 12-18 weeks, the project will continue with weekly 

releases, at the level of 100 mosquitoes for each 50m x 50m square area per week. 

As one of the first participants who learn about the project in its early days in Vinh 

Luong, Mr. Vo Phuoc Tien – representative for local people said: “We already saw some 

project staff inserting theirs hands to mosquito cages to feed several hundred mosquitoes 

at the same time. We understand that in order to have safe mosquitoes to protect people, 

scientists and project staff have been working wholeheartedly and it requires a lot of 

time and effort to prepare for the release today. I feel very happy and supportive for the 

project and believe that the project's “benign” mosquitoes will help control dengue fever 

outbreaks.” 

During the period of releasing Wolbachia mosquitoes, the project will continue its 

communication and community consultation. In addition, the monitoring of mosquito 

populations and surveillance of dengue cases in the community will be maintained 

regularly and in long term. Based on comprehensive scientific safety assessments 

conducted in Australia, Vietnam and Indonesia, as well as results from over 10 years of 

applied research in many parts of the world, the Wolbachia method have been affirmed 

as safe for humans, animals and the environment. 

 

For more information, please visit: http://www.eliminatedengue.com/viet-nam/trang-

chu  
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